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on the Destruction of the Lexington by Fire, January 13th I feel confident, my friends, that I shall be meeting the
state of your minds, as Well as obeying the dictate of my own feelings, if I take my subject this morning from
real life, and gather my sermon, not so much from some passage of scripture, as from that sad and appalling
calamity, the news of which a few days since filled all hearts with sorrow. During the last few weeks or months,
our commu mity has borne a melancholy resemblance to the scenes connected with the text. As messenger
a er messenger came unto Job, bringing him tale a er tale of loss and disaster, of the swi  destruction of his
property, and the death, Violent and sudden, of those in whom his a ections were bound up, even so has it
been with us. Every week, every day almost, has been fraught with some sad intelligence. Scarcely have our
minds recovered from the shock of one, ereanother story comes, borne on the wings of the wind, to rend our
hearts, by the fearful images of su ering and sorrow it calls up. A city in the southern sec tion of the republic,
far o in its location, yet near to us in many social and commercial relations, is visited by pestilence and fire.
Even as in Egypt of old, the voice of lamentation, mourning and woe goes up from every dwelling, for in almost
every dwelling is one dead; and while disease is making these dwell ings desolate, a conflagration buries them
in ruins. Night after night, a...
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