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THE LIVING CHRIST: THE EXTRAORDINARY LIVES OF TODAY'S
SPIRITUAL HEROES

Doubleday Religion March 2002, 2002. Hardcover. Condition: New. Floods of ink stain the pages of innumerable
books on the search for the Jesus of history. As worthwhile as some of them have been, the momentous
unspoken issue lying beneath the surface of these investigations has oBen been forgotten in the manipulation
of minutiae: where is He now? Harold Fickett believes that He can be found in a number of ways, not least in the
texture and impact of certain ''extraordinary lives'' of contemporary Christians, a few of whom he holds up
before us in the pages of this book. Believing that certain patterns emerge from the life and ministry of Jesus,
Fickett describes his contemporary examples in terms of Jesus the Wayfarer (a truck stop chaplain), the Healer
(an eighty-year-old Catholic priest), Man of Prayer (an impoverished visionary of the Holy Family who works at
a California McDonald's restaurant), Liberator (a husband and wife team in Southeast Asia rescuing girls from
sexual slavery), Prophet (John Paul II), and Martyr (two Iranian evangelical preachers executed for their work),
concluding with a discernment of the Living Christ in a community as a whole (an Orthodox cathedral in the
Midwest). Fickett successfully combines several genres -- biography, biblical exegesis, journalism, fictional
narrative technique -- to convey a vivid expression of the One Christ continuing His incarnate work in
wonderfully diverse and immediate ways.
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