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Classic Greek Drama Eteocles having gotten possession of the throne of Thebes, deprived his brother Polynices
of his share; but he having come as an exile to Argos, married the daughter of the king Adrastus; but ambitious
of returning to his country, and having persuaded his father-in-law, he assembled a great army for Thebes
against his brother. His mother Jocasta made him come into the city, under sanction of a truce, and first confer
with his brother respecting the empire. But Eteocles being violent and fierce from having possessed the empire,
Jocasta could not reconcile her children.-Polynices, prepared as against an enemy, rushed out of the city. Now
Tiresias prophesied that victory should be on the side of the Thebans, if Menoeceus the son of Creon would give
himself up to be sacrificed to Mars. Creon refused to give his son to the city, but the youth was willing, and, his
father pointing out to him the means of flight and giving him money, he put himself to death.-The Thebans slew
the leaders of the Argives. Eteocles and Polynices in a single combat slew each other, and their mother having
found the corses of her sons laid violent hands on herself; and Creon her brother received the kingdom. The
Argives defeated in battle retired. But Creon, being morose, would not give up those of the enemy who had
fallen at Thebes, for sepulture, and exposed the body of Polynices...
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