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Wipf Stock Publishers, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. First published as
Word Biblical Themes: 1 Peter (Word Publishing, 1989), this volume explores Peter s effort to build a sense of
identity and responsibility among the Christians to whom he wrote, scattered through several Roman provinces
in Asia Minor. Their past is a biblical past, he tells them, rooted in the history of the Jews as the people of God.
Consequently, they are called to live as strangers in a strange land, never fully at home in Roman society. Their
present journey is a journey in the footsteps of Jesus, in paths of servanthood, and undeserved suffering. Their
future is the completion of this journey to heaven, wrapped in a hope of victory over death and the devil and
issuing at last in joy unspeakable and full of glory when their Lord Jesus Christ is revealed. Because these
distant Gentile Christians are not personally known to Peter in Rome (which he calls Babylon, reminding them
that he is as much a stranger as they are), he deals in the great universals of Christian experience: faith,
baptism, and doing good; love, suffering and the hope of salvation. These universals make 1 Peter a letter for
twentieth (or twenty-first) century American Christians no less than for his first century readers. The concluding
chapter, The Message of 1 Peter Today, begins to explore certain parallels between Peter s readers in the
Roman Empire and Christians in America, where we, no less than they in the provinces and Peter himself in
Babylon are not fully at home either. This is even more the case now than it was in 1989 when the book first
appeared, so that we need to listen ever more closely to The News from Babylon that...
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